
Youth Segment- March 

About Rebecca Cooke 

Rebecca Cooke is a soon-to-be teacher, talented poet, and the Guild’s Youth Program Coordinator. 

After volunteering as a Classroom Facilitator for the Youth Program since March 2023, Rebecca 

accepted the role as Coordinator in January 2025, organizing the Youth Program schedule, teaching 

monthly Classes on writing craft and hosting other experienced 

writers’ Presentations for student members. Actively working to 

become a teacher, Rebecca understands the importance of helping 

lead the next generation of Manitoban writers, striving to instill a 

passion for literature and creative writing in young people. She 

also spearheads collaborative youth events, like the recent teen 

writers’ workshop with Mark Morton through Plume Winnipeg’s 

Thin Air Kids Festival. 

 

Class Highlight 

In this month’s class, we learned about creating realistic and interesting characters—focusing on 

different types of characters (The Chosen One, the Damsel in Distress, the Foil, etc.), what kinds 

of traits make a character enjoyable to read about, like being flawed or highly motivated, and the 

different character traits that complete a character’s 

description. Afterwards, we had a free-write session 

where each participant wrote a scene highlighting a 

character’s traits- Specifically, a physical trait, an 

emotional trait, and a trait only they see in 

themselves, or others see in them.

 

Next Month 

Next month, you can expect to learn more about David Williamson, his contributions to the Guild, 

and a brief history of the Manitoba Writers’ Guild and its Youth Program. 


