Youth Segment- May

About David Williamson

David Yerex Williamson is an educator and poet living in
northern Manitoba and the interim president of the Manitoba
Writers” Guild. He has filled the position as the chairperson
on the board of directors for the Guild since 2023 and has
served as the interim president since 2024. Presiding over
programs within the Guild, he oversaw the creation of the
Youth Program in 2023 and helped acquire the grants

necessary to make the youth program possible.

Class Highlight

This month’s presenter was Connor Joseph.
Connor is a teacher, playwright, and
recipient of multiple awards, such as the
Harry S. Rintoul Award for Best New
Manitoba Play at the 2019 and 2023
Winnipeg Fringe Festivals for The Cause
and World's Fair 1876. He presented a few
scenes from his original musical, “Breaking
Up With Me,” that he developed with JHG
Creative, which explores themes of mental

health and hidden internal struggles. He

BLURB

Struggling with his mental health, Brennan begrudgingly seeks
professional help from his therapist, Susan. He is guided by
Susan to pretend his disorders are "friends" in his life from
whom he must separate. With the help of Susan, Brennan attempts
to lift himself from rock bottom while his newly awakened
Depression, Anxiety, and OCD are determined to keep him there.

5. SCENE: Breakup/Session 1

SUSAN
Hi Brennan.

SUSAN checks her watch.

I didn’t expect to see you today. (she notices BRENNAN’s
distress). It’s been a while. Is everything okay?

BRENNAN
No, it’s not. It’s not okay. It’s not.

explained how he balances his creative and professional careers as a high school teacher and writer.

Next Month

Next month, you can read about a Youth Program participant’s experience with the Program and

getting published in the yearly anthology, as well as how it has influenced their writing.




