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Presentation from Molly Cross-Blanchard

This month, the participants of the Youth Program had a 

presentation from returning poet, playwright and educator Molly 

Cross-Blanchard. Molly shared her experience stepping into the 

writing industry, making money as a writer, and her own tips for 

finding success. She recounted her own journey, spanning from 

getting her Bachelor of Arts in English at the University of 

Winnipeg, to getting her first publication in Contemporary Verse 

Two, to facing several rejections from literary magazines, then 

publishing her first poetry chapbook, “I 

don’t want to tell you.”  

She shared some of her advice with the 

audience, encouraging them to persist 

regardless of the difficulties in getting 

published. In her words, “If only 1% of 

writers make it, it’s because the other 

99% gave up.” Additionally, she shared 

some of her own advice, such as making 

yourself part of the writing community 

and embracing your unique qualities as 

a writer. 

Next Month

Next month, you’ll be able to read about 

October’s class, peer review, and 

presentation. 


