
 

2024 Annual General Meeting Minutes 

Annual General Meeting 2024 

Saturday 19 October 2024 11:00am 

Bill and Helen Norrie Library, 15 Poseidon Bay, Winnipeg 

APPROVED OCTOBER 18, 2025 

Attendance      
Directors: In-Person and On-Line 

Sharon Hamilton  President   
David Williamson  Vice-President, Chair: Program Committee   
Andrew Dutfield  Past President, Chair: Nominations & Governance; 

 Finance  
Lori Gaudet  Director at Large; Chair Marketing, Communication, & 

 Membership  
Roxanne Anderson  Director at Large 
Bryan Bellec  Director Designate; Chair: Resource Development & 

 Fundraising 
Matthew Brough  Director Designate 
Steve Oetting   Director Designate 
Jake Reichert  Director Designate 
Tami Reynolds  Director Designate 
Marlene Schellenberg   Director Designate; Secretary 
Beth Watters   Director Designate; Treasurer 

 
Attendees: In-Person and On-Line:  

Donna Besel    
Di Brandt     
Bronwyn Bryan  
Phyllis Cherrett    
Patlee Creary    
Rita Dirks (via Zoom)   
Brenna Dixon    

Adam Dooley     
Shayla Elizabeth    
Joanne Epp     
Amelia Furlinger    
Jenny Gates     
Gabriele Goldstone  
Libby Graham (Non-member) 



Angela Hieldebrand, Bookkeeper 
Muhammad Irfan-Maqsood  
Barbara Lange 
David Lightfoot   
Margo McCall   
Michael McMullen   
Merrilee Needham 
Linda Olson   
Julia Rempel  
Susan Rocan  
Sid Shapira    
Pinky Sharma   
Jessica Smithies   
Lily Sotomayor   
Lynne Stefanchuk   
Pat Stefanchuk   
Nikica Subek Simon (via Zoom 
Rosalie Tennison   
Jennifer Tesoro (via Zoom)   
Anna Valdron   
Nancy Walker  
Dave Williamson  
Alison York (via Zoom) 
Harriet Zaidman 



  



Minutes 

Call to Order and Land Acknowledgement. Sharon Hamilton welcomed all attending and 
called the meeting to order at 11:07am. David Williamson provided the Land  

1. Approval of the Agenda. Donna Besel moved to adopt the Agenda, seconded by 
Harriet Zaidman. Motion carried. 

2. Review and approval of the Minutes of the 14th of October 2023 AGM. Tami 
Reynolds moved to approve the Minutes, seconded by Andrew Dutfield. 
Amended by Alison York . She noted her name was listed twice and asked this to 
be corrected. Motion carried with amendment. 

3. President’s Report. Presented by Sharon Hamilton 

Sharon offered thanks to all the volunteers who make the Guild work. She 
highlighted the stellar and less than stellar performance of the Guild this year. 
She offered apologies for the latter.  

The Memberships has continued to grow and maintains our sustainability.  

Our Programming has grown this year. The Mentorship Program continues to 
grow and expand, this year to three Mentorships. The Critique Circles also grow 
and now number five. "The Dave" Short Story Competition thrives and this year 
Kamal Malaker continues to sustain The Tagore Poetry Competition. 

Our MC&M committee maintains a strong media presence and is looking for 
volunteers to grow our presence on social media and in all the work of this 
committee. The website is constantly improving and we are close to launching 
improvements.  

The Finances of the Guild are in good shape. We have had some interruptions in 
volunteer support but thanks to three individuals and their valuable expertise we 
are on solid ground: Jake Reichert who offered his support on an interim basis 
after Yuri Karube stepped down; Angela Hildebrand, our Bookkeeper who came 
on board in May; and Beth Watters, our new Treasurer who began acting in this 
role in September. 

The Governance Manual has received revisions this year and is almost ready. 
The DRAFT was circulated to the membership prior to this AGM.  

Resource Development and Fundraising Committee has returned to life this year. 
One of the major projects is the Beta Reader services. This Committee has also 
been working at implementing a donor appreciation plan, which should be easier 
now that we have established a way to identify our donors and provide timely tax 
receipts. 

The Board of Directors is full this year. We have seven new Directors to ratify at 
this AGM including a full Executive. This year, we will appoint a second Vice-
President.  

In less than seven years, we will reach our 50th Anniversary year. We invite any 
members to join the Steering Committee. 



Sharon thanked everyone for their suggestions, comments, holding her to 
account, and your kind words of support and compassion. 

4. Treasurer’s Report. Presented by Andrew Dutfield. 

July 2023 to June 2024. Membership revenue is slightly down from last year, but 
we received increase in grant and donor contributions. The Youth Programs is 
coming to the end of its 2-year Provincial grant. 

Kamal Malaker has provided the first 5 years of financial support for the Tagore 
Poetry Competition and Dave Williamson contributed this year for "The Dave" 
Short Story Competition. 

The Winnipeg Foundation funds for the Manitoba Book Awards were reinvested 
as there were no awards. 

We have tried to reduce administrative costs. Increasing the website capacity to 
automatic generation of electronic payment and processing has reduced costs and 
contributed to savings. We must maintain our insurance fees to remain eligible for 
grants. We are striving to accumulate funds to demonstrate the capacity to budget 
for paid staff. 

We accepted the resignation of Clarice Sinohinc who supported as Treasurer for 
many years. Andy asked for recognition of her contributions.  

Detailed financial statements attached.  

5. Motion to accept the Auditor’s Report.  Andrew Dutfield moved to accept the 
Auditor's Report, Seconded by Susan Rocan Carried 

Sharon took a moment to introduce Beth Watters who lent her expertise to 
compile the Financial Report. 

6. Appointment of the Auditors for the financial year 2024-2025. Motion: Andy 
Dutfield moved to appoint the Exchange Group as Auditors for the financial year 
2024-25. Seconded by Jenny Bates. Carried. 

7. Committee reports 

a. Programming. Presented by David Williamson 

David highlighted the Programs that are the heart of what the Guild is. 
Everything that we do is volunteer driven. The North Point Douglas "Hub" 
Project reaches out to a community that often is not obvious in society. 
These are people who have a voice but are not always listened to. This 
program gives agency to people who are often not given agency. The Hub 
addresses many arts media. One of the Mentees has said, "Something 
inside me stands up". Di Brandt spoke about The Hub project. It took two 
years to develop the program. She lives in the community and discovered 
it to be a wonderfully creative one. It started with paid memoir writing 
mentorships. It expanded to workshops for all members of the community. 
Shayla Elizabeth has been the Indigenous Cultural Community Consultant. 
The MWG has received funding for this pilot year from the Winnipeg 
Foundation and Di intends to apply for multi-year funding next year.  



The Youth Program is successfully led by Carrie Hatland. The reception 
held at the Carol Shields Auditorium was a great event and captured the 
energy and power of young voices. Coming up this year there will be two 
age categories of youth participation. 

Di Brandt also spoke about the Colloquium project that held a first event 
supported by the Guild. This project addresses sensitive cultural issues 
related to Miriam Toews' Women Talking book and film. 

b. Marketing, Communication, & Membership. Presented by Lori Gaudet 

Lori Gaudet reviewed the many functions of her committee. MC&M gives 
great exposure on social media and the website and does all that thanks 
to volunteer efforts. 

c. Resource Development and Fundraising. Report submitted by Bryan 
Bellec 

d. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Report. (see President's Report)  

e. Nomination and Governance Report. Presented by Andrew Dutfield 

i. Review of the draft Governance Manual (see President's Report) 

ii. Election of Directors: Seven Directors were presented for approval: 

Bryan Bellec   Director  

Matthew Brough   Director  

Steve Oetting    Director  

Jake Reichert   Director  

Tami Reynolds   Director  

Marlene Schellenberg   Director; Secretary 

Beth Watters    Director; Treasurer 

Motion: Andrew Dutfield moved to accept the Nominee Directors Seconded by David 
Williamson. Carried.  

A Special Presentation was made for a Lifetime Membership for Andy Dutfield.  

8. Adjournment of the AGM. Motion to adjourn Andy; Seconded Tami Reynolds. 
Carried. 
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